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The last/final straw
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Neil
Hello and welcome to Authentic Real English, I'm Neil.

Helen
Hello, | am Helen. Neil, FRAEVEZAR—1FFE )L ?

Neil
Sure, go on. What'’s on your mind?

Helen
Well, AW NUF K Theodora Fil Alma, @Al 1— BH &SR E4f, AT 17—
FEE a straw WA AR FIBH T o

Neil
They are not getting on because of a straw? Are you sure you heard it right?

Helen

W . Alma said to me when Theodora didn’t come to her party, it was the last straw.
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Neil
Oh, Alma was just using an expression. What she really meant was, things were not going
well between them because of things which happened in the past.

Helen
X E, Theodora IF JLIRERE S INFATIL 2, Wik HELH,

Neil
When Theodora didn’t come to Alma’s party, that was the final thing that made Alma really
angry, she gave up on their friendship.
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Helen

MR, JERANEE!  “The last straw i/ —MRFEEL” B B SLPR ERUESAH — R K )
AR RN, e KA FAE RERNE A 2TE, MaBNFKE,
TR IR NI A, OB B — 7. Alma K] Theodora 2 Hif 25 (X # 1% %
RO OFEAR, RIRATHALETET.

Neil
It’s an expression that you hear a lot, so very useful to know what it actually means. Let’s
hear how it’s used.

Examples

A: I've never seen you so angry.

B: | have had such a bad day. | woke up late and rushed out of the house, then missed my
bus by seconds, got in to work and was told there would be no pay rise this year. When
the dinner lady said | put too much salad on my plate, it was the last straw.

The paper factory has struggled to stay open in the last few years; the new tax charge was
the last straw, forcing it to shut down after 30 years in business.

Neil
Just so you know. Some people also say ‘the final straw’, it means the same as ‘the last
straw’.

Helen

Thanks for the clarification. “#z & I —RIEH” A A%, the last straw Al the final
straw, {HEEHESZ —FEM. | do hope my friends can resolve their differences. Friendship
is worth saving.

Neil
Absolutely.

Both
Bye.
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