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Parkinson's disease 'may start in gut'’
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In Parkinson’s disease, the brain is progressively damaged, causing people to experience

tremors and difficulty moving.

The researchers use mice genetically programmed to develop Parkinson’s, but only
those with bacteria in their stomachs developed symptoms, sterile mice remained
healthy. Further tests show transplanting bacteria from Parkinson’s patients led to more

symptoms than bacteria from healthy people.

The California Institute of Technology says the findings mark a paradigm shift in the
understanding of the disease. It’s thought some bacteria release chemicals that over activate
parts of the brain leading to damage. And that drugs that act on gut bugs or probiotics

could become new treatments.

The charity Parkinson’s UK said there’s still a long way to go, but the work opened an

exciting new avenue of research.
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|. Parkinson’s disease affects which part of the human body?

2. What was introduced to the mice in the experiments?

3. True or false? Sterile mice showed symptoms of Parkinson’s disease in the experiment.

4. Which word in the text means ‘to cause something to start’?
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|. Parkinson’s disease affects which part of the human body?
The brain.

2. What was introduced to the mice in the experiments?
Bacteria was put into the mice’s stomachs.

3. True or false? Sterile mice showed symptoms of Parkinson’s disease in the experiment.
False. Only these with bacteria in their stomachs developed symptoms, sterile
mice remained health.

4. Which word in the text means ‘to cause something to start’?
Activate.
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