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Proxima Centauri has Earth-sized planet RSk
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Until 20 years ago, no one knew there were planets beyond the ones we have in our own
Solar System. But thousands have recently been discovered orbiting distant stars. And
the Holy Grail has been defined (as) one that might conceivably be habitable and,

ideally, as close to us as possible.

Proxima b is slightly larger than Earth and orbits its star at the right distance for liquid
water to exist at the surface. That might mean that life is possible there. On the other

hand, the planet would be vulnerable to massive flares of radiation.

Proxima b is just over four light years away, so it would take something like 70,000 years
to get there with a conventional rocket. Although there are ideas for far more rapid

space travel.
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I. How large is Proxima b compared to Earth?

2. How long would it take to get to the planet with a conventional rocket?

3. True or false? There might be life on Proxima b.

4. Which word in the text means 'the top layer or outer part of something"?
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I. How large is Proxima b compared to Earth?
It is slightly larger than Earth.

2. How long would it take to get to the planet with a conventional rocket?
It would take about 70,000 years to get to the planet with a conventional rocket.

3. True or false? There might be life on Proxima b.
True. Proxima b orbits around its star at the right distance for liquid water to
exist, which might mean that life is possible there.

4. Which word in the text means 'the top layer or outer part of something"?
Surface.
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