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Tiny fragments of plastic pervade the seas from ocean depth to Arctic ice. They get
eaten by small creatures and often clog their gut. Shreds of plastic can be found in
oysters and mussels. The small creatures are prey for bigger animals, so the plastic travels

up the food chain.

The fragments aren’t toxic themselves, but they attract toxins. The committee says more
research is needed to see how much harm they are doing. But the MPs say banning

microbeads in cosmetics would be a small but useful start.
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I. Where in the environment can we find microbeads?
2. Which part of a small creature's body do microbeads end up in?
3. True or false? Microbeads are toxic.

4. Which word is used to mean 'food for a bigger animal or predator'?
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I. Where in the environment can we find microbeads?
They can be found in the sea.

2. Which part of a small creature's body do microbeads end up in?
In their gut.

3. True or false? Microbeads are toxic.
False. The microbeads themselves are not toxic, but they attract toxins.

4. Which word is used to mean 'food for a bigger animal or predator'?
Prey.
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