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hatchling development
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The study began when researchers noticed wild zebra finches, alone with their eggs,
singing this squeaky little song. Closer inspection revealed that this was only happening
when the temperature climbed above 26 degrees. But what does this mean to a zebra

finch embryo?

Based on experiments in incubators and aviaries, it's a bit like a prenatal weather
warning. Eggs that were played recordings of the 26-degree song hatched birds that grew
up better adapted to the heat. They developed more slowly, happily chose warmer

nesting spots, and had more babies of their own than their siblings.

If you're a zebra finch and you live in the desert, it seems it may never be too early to start

talking to your kids - about the weather.
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|. At what temperature would the zebra finches start to sing the 'heat song' to their eggs?
2. Where did the scientists conduct the experiments?

3. True or false? Hatchlings that received the 'incubation calls' had fewer babies than the control
group.

4. Which word is used to mean 'brothers and sisters'?

Media English © British Broadcasting Corporation 2016
bbclearningenglish.com/chinese Page 2 of 3




R

|. At what temperature would the zebra finches start to sing the 'heat song' to their eggs?
The zebra finches would start to sing the 'heat song' to their eggs at 26 degrees.

2. Where did the scientists conduct the experiments?
The scientists conducted the experiments in incubators and aviaries.

3. True or false? Hatchlings that received the 'incubation calls' had fewer babies than the control
group.

False. Eggs that were played recordings of the 26-degree song had more babies
of their own than their siblings.

4. Which word is used to mean 'brothers and sisters'?
Siblings.

Media English © British Broadcasting Corporation 2016
bbclearningenglish.com/chinese Page 3 of 3



