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English Bulldog in need of ‘new blood’
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The English Bulldog was one of the most popular breeds across Britain and America last
year. But during the latter part of the last century, many bulldogs were bred to have
exaggerated physical features, which led to health issues including breathing

difficulties.

Researchers at the University of California say popularity can no longer excuse the health
problems that the average bulldog endures. And they say the gene pool has become so
small, it could be difficult to improve the health of the English Bulldog without

cross-breeding.

The Head of Health and Research at the Kennel Club, Aimée Llewellyn-Zaidi, said they
continue to look at ways to ensure the sustainability of a breed if it is at risk, and they're

working with breed clubs and researchers in order to do this.
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I. When did many bulldogs start to develop exaggerated physical traits?

2. True or false? The popularity of the breed might be a reason why its health issues have been

allowed to develop.

3. What could be a way to improve the health of the English Bulldog, according to text?

4. Which prepositional phrase in the text means ‘exposed to a dangerous situation’?
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I. When did many bulldogs start to develop exaggerated physical traits?
In the latter part of the last century, many bulldogs were bred having
exaggerated physical traits.

2. True or false? The popularity of the breed might be a reason why its health issues have been
allowed to develop.

True. Researchers say popularity can no longer excuse its health issues, which
means that being popular used to be a reason why the English Bulldog's health
problems were previously ignored.

3. What could be a way to improve the health of the English Bulldog, according to the text?
Cross-breeding could be a way to improve the health of the English Bulldog.

4. Which prepositional phrase in the text means ‘exposed to a dangerous situation’?
At risk.

Media English © British Broadcasting Corporation 2016
bbclearningenglish.com/chinese Page 3 of 3



