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UK's 'oldest’ hand-written document
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"Londinio Mogontio" - "To Mogontius in London". It's not a long address but it didn't have

to be.

In and around AD50, London was a small bustling frontier town and these tiny scratches

into a Roman writing tablet show the first ever mention of the new city.

The tablets found in the mud of the banks of the Walbrook, one of London's lost rivers,

are Britain's oldest written documents.

And with their details of arguments over debts, legal action and requests to brewers
suggest that the life and business of the City of London was already set just a year or

two after the Roman invasion.
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I. Why didn't the address on the hand-written document have many details?

2. What makes this tablet more remarkable than the other documents found in the

excavation?

3. What were the documents about?

4. Which two parts of the report indicate how London has changed?
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I. Why didn't the address on the hand-written document have many details?
Because London was a small town.

2. What makes this tablet more remarkable than the other documents found in the

excavation?
Because it shows the first ever mention of the new city.

3. What were the documents about?
They had details of arguments over debts, legal action and requests to brewers.

4. Which two parts of the report indicate how London has changed?
It said that it was a small town and also that some rivers, like the Walbrook,

disappeared.
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