BBC LEARNING ENGLISH —
Media English TEASE LEARNING

Great Barrier Reef 'severely damaged'
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The Great Barrier Reef is considered one of the seven wonders of the natural world.
But the study from Australia's National Coral Bleaching Taskforce found that in some

areas, 95% of the reefs are now severely damaged.

On the northern section running between Cairns in Queensland and Papua New Guinea,
only four out of 520 reefs are untouched. Coral bleaching is caused by rising sea
temperatures. It can take decades for the coral to recover. And persistent warmer waters

kill the reefs altogether-.

Last year UNESCO, the UN's scientific body, decided not to list the World Heritage Site as

'in-danger'. Environmentalists are now calling for that decision to be reassessed.
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I. Are all of the reefs of the Great Barrier Reef seriously affected by bleaching?
2. True or false? Bleaching is caused by the sea getting warmer.
3. Does it take more than 10 years for reefs to recover from bleaching?

4. Are environmentalists happy with the decision not to list the reefs as 'in-danger"?
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R
I. Are all of the reefs of the Great Barrier Reef seriously affected by bleaching?
No. 95% of the reefs are severely damaged.

2. True or false? Bleaching is caused by the sea getting warmer.
True. Coral bleaching is caused by rising sea temperatures.

3. Does it take more than 10 years for reefs to recover from bleaching?
Yes, it can take decades for the coral to recover.

4. Are environmentalists happy with the decision not to list the reefs as 'in-danger"?
No. They want the decision to be reassessed.
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