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Sharapova's failed drug test
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Winning Wimbledon aged just |7 made Maria Sharapova a global star. And for the last | |

years the five-times Grand Slam winner has been the highest-paid woman in sport. That,

however, is about to change.

Her admission that she took a banned substance, a heart drug called meldonium, has
prompted several of her blue-chip corporate backers, such as Nike and Porsche, to

distance themselves.

Meldonium was placed on the list of banned drugs by WADA, the World Anti-Doping
Agency, in January. It's usually prescribed for conditions such as angina, but in healthy

people it boosts athletic endurance and recovery rates.

Maria Sharapova claims a family doctor legally prescribed it to her for over ten years and
she was unaware it was prohibited. But the former head of WADA, Dick Pound, believes

there can be no excuses.
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|. True or false: Maria Sharapova has been the highest-paid person in sport for the last ||
years.

2. Has meldonium always been a banned drug?
3. What effect does meldonium have on people with healthy bodies?

4. Does Maria Sharapova say she knew that meldonium was a banned drug?
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|. True or false: Maria Sharapova has been the highest-paid person in sport for the last ||
years.
False. Maria Sharapova has been the highest-paid woman in sport for the last |1
years.

2. Has meldonium always been a banned drug?
No. Meldonium was placed on the banned substance list in January.

3. What effect does meldonium have on people with healthy bodies?
It boosts athletic endurance and recovery rates.

4. Does Maria Sharapova say she knew melodonium was a banned drug?
No, she says she was unaware it had become a banned drug.
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