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Deforestation attracts black rats
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While black rats have spread rapidly throughout the world over the past 400 years,

they've tended to avoid mature forests, disliking the leafy floors which are noisy for these

rodents to run through.

Now researchers have found that the clearing of rainforests in the developing world could

be speeding the spread of these black creatures.

In tests in Borneo, scientists found that fallen trees contained more insects and provided

better cover for these rats.

The authors are concerned that this invasion will be bad news for other species, including

nesting birds and small mammals.
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I. Why don't rats like running along the ground in rainforests?

2. Where is the spread of black rats more intense?

3. Where was the research done?

4. Why would the rat invasion be of particular concern to birds and small mammals?
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I. Why don't rats like running along the ground in rainforests?
Because it is full of fallen leaves from trees which makes it noisy for rats to run

through.

2. Where is the spread of black rats more intense?
In the developing world, where forests are being cut down.

3. Where was the research done?
In Borneo.

4. Why would the rat invasion be of particular concern to birds and small mammals?
Because black rats might eat them or compete with them for the same food.
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