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The spread of the Zika virus
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Since first being detected in Brazil less than a year ago, the Zika virus has spread like

wildfire and has now been reported across Latin America.

The virus usually only results in a mild rash and fever, but it's also been linked to a surge in

microcephaly — a condition where babies are born with abnormally small heads.

Although the epicentre of the outbreak is in Northern Brazil, there've also been several
cases of Zika in Rio de Janeiro. Olympic officials here say that in the run-up to this year's
games they will inspect and if necessary fumigate areas where mosquitoes that transmit

the disease might breed.

Some countries including the United States have advised pregnant women not to travel to
Zika-infected areas, including parts of Brazil. With concerns about the impact on athletes
and spectators coming to Rio for the Games, the British Olympic Association told the BBC
they've been liaising with the London School of Tropical Medicine and will be monitoring

the situation closely.
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|. How does the Zika virus affect babies?
2. Where are authorities in Brazil going to deliver insect-killing drugs?
3. What should women expecting babies do, according to the US authorities?

4. Which institution is following the outbreak in order to advise British sportsmen and
women?
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|. How does the Zika virus affect babies?
They are born with abnormally small heads - a condition called microcephaly.

2. Where are authorities in Brazil going to deliver insect-killing drugs?
Olympic officials said there will be fumigation of areas where mosquitoes which

transmit the disease breed.

3. What should women expecting babies do, according to the US authorities?
They are advised to avoid travelling to Zika-infected areas, including parts of
Brazil.

4. Which institution is following the outbreak in order to advise British sportsmen and

women?
The British Olympic Association.
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