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Oldest message in bottle found
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The message in a bottle had been lost for more than a century, bobbing along the waves
before Marianne Winkler stumbled across it as she was strolling along the beach while on
holiday. At first she didn’t realise how old it was and followed the instructions written on
the message to break the bottle. Inside she found a postcard written in English, German and
Dutch with information to fill in about where the bottle was found and when along with the
offer of a shilling reward if the postcard was returned to the Marine Biological Association

in Plymouth.

Mrs Winkler dutifully sent the postcard back, much to the excitement of the scientists in
Plymouth where the research institute still exists today. They worked out that the bottle
had probably been thrown into the sea in 1906 as part of an experiment into deep-sea

currents.

The scientists were thrilled and duly stuck to the century-old promise about a reward,

went on eBay and sent Mrs Winkler an old shilling.
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|. Where did Mrs Winkler find the bottle?

2. What did she find in the bottle?

3. True or false? The reward was money.

4. What year was the bottle thrown into the sea?
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|. Where did Mrs Winkler find the bottle?
Answer: She found it while she was strolling along a beach.

2. What did Mrs Winkler find in the bottle?
Answer: She found a postcard with instructions in different languages.

3. True or false? The reward was money.
Answer: True. The reward was an old British coin called a shilling.

4. What year was the bottle thrown into the sea?
Answer: 1906, when a shilling was a lot of money! Today it is worth 5 pence (5

jiao).
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