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Happy Birthday ruled out of copyright
“BLARA HARIR” BRI B L

ENGLISH

o KT BT
BAA) TR HHIEF Rl R FTAE T ETLR A B FE P 17 1920
o GHIEE: T AR IR

A R HRAR 7953 e B 3 56 (372 T e R TR o AT DA i B2
SR o X AN SB[ A2 HI R 5 [ [ 7785 P 42 (Mildred and Patty Hill) 7~
1893 ZEGYIEHT. Ll A2 Anthony Birchley H7RiE .

Happy Birthday To You is the most recognised song in the English language. The melody
was composed by two sisters in Kentucky in 1893. Their song evolved into Happy Birthday
and was first copyrighted by the Summy Company in 1935. Warner/Chappell bought the

rights in 1988 and has been receiving around $2m in royalties a year ever since.

Two filmmakers planning a documentary about the song brought the legal challenge when
Woarner/Chappell demanded a fee for its use. They argued as the song was in the public
domain, it shouldn't be subject to fees. A judge has now ruled that the Summy Company
only ever acquired copyright to the melody, and not the lyrics, and as such,

Warner/Chappell don't own the rights.
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I. Who created the famous song heard at birthday parties all over the world?
2. According to the report, who got $2m a year from the song!?

3. True or false! The documentary makers sued the company which wanted money from
them for the use of the song.

4. Which two parts of a song are mentioned in the article?
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I. Who created the famous song heard at birthday parties all over the world?
Two sisters — Mildred and Patty Hill — from Kentucky, US.

2. According to the report, who got $2m a year from the song?
Woarner/Chappell.

3. True or false? The documentary makers sued the company which wanted money from
them for the use of the song.

True. Filmmakers brought a legal challenge when Warner/Chappell demanded money to
allow them to use the song.

4. Which two parts of a song are mentioned in the article?
Melody and lyrics.
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