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House dust full of bacteria
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A genetic analysis revealed that the average household had more than 2,000 species of
fungi. The types of fungus found though depended on the home's location, suggesting these

minute organisms are drifting in from outside.

The researchers also discovered an average 7,000 different types of bacteria per
household. But the species varied according to whether men or women were the main

residents or whether they lived with cats or dogs.

Although the study was carried out in the US, the scientists say the findings are also

relevant around the world.
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I. How many species of fungi are in the average home?
2. True or false? These organisms can be from outside the home.
3. Find a word which means very, very small.
4. s this study only about the US?
WC
genetic analysis FE[R 73 H
household Kt
fungi (B30 =K
organisms A=)
bacteria (B ME
species Yok, P
Media English © British Broadcasting Corporation 2015

bbcukchina.com/learningenglish

Page 2 of 3




I. How many species of fungi are in the average home?
Answer: There are more than 2,000 species of fungi in the average home.

2. True or false? These organisms can be from outside the home.
Answer: True. The study suggests that organisms drift in from outside
the home.

3. Find a word which means very, very small.
Answer: 'Minute' means very small.

4. s this study only about the US?
Answer: The study took place in the US, but its results are relevant in
countries around the world.
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