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Penguins lost ability to taste fish
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With their waddling gait and lack of flight, penguins have long been an oddity in the
bird kingdom. Now zoologists have discovered they're unusual too in their sense of

taste.

Most birds can't detect sweet things. But penguins have also lost the taste for bitter and
umami, or meaty flavours. Scientists think fish would taste of little but salt to a penguin.

And because they swallow fish whole they may not be able to discern flavours at all.

They say the puzzle could be explained by the penguins' evolution in the extreme cold

of Antarctica.
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Questions

. What flavour can't be tasted by most birds?

How many flavours have penguins lost over time?

I

2.

3. What do scientists say fish might taste like to a penguin?

4. True or false? Scientists believe the development of penguins' sense of taste has been

affected by the weather.

Vocabulary and definitions
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Answers to the questions

I. What flavour can't be tasted by most birds?
Answer: Most birds can't taste sweet things.

2. How many flavours have penguins lost over time?
Answer: Three. They have lost the ability to taste sweet, bitter and
meaty flavours.

3. What do scientists say fish might taste like to a penguin?
Answer: They say fish would taste mainly of salt to a penguin.

4. True or false? Scientists believe the development of penguins' sense of taste has been
dffected by the weather.
Answer: True. They say penguins' evolution could be affected by the
extreme cold in Antarctica.
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