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How many times has this flypast been attempted?
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Flypasts are spectacular. Skill and planning are vital. But one of the most complicated
flypasts in the history of the RAF is fast approaching.
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The national air traffic centre in Swanwick in Hampshire, where the world’s busiest
airspace over southern England is controlled.
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Melissa Young, NATS Swanwick Control Centre
It's been a massive challenge — up to a hundred aircraft coming through from really slow
aircraft to the fastest ones that we have and trying to space them accordingly.
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From the Lancaster bomber to the new Lightning jet, which will fly over London for the very
first time, the variation in speed will be enormous.
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Melissa Young, NATS Swanwick Control Centre

It's timed down to five seconds. If they are not at the exact point by the right time, then they
split out from the flypast and the rest of it goes ahead without them in it. The weather is a
massive one. If the weather is not right, then it can’t go ahead.

Lingohack © British Broadcasting Corporation 2018
bbclearningenglish.com/chinese Page | of 2



MRS « 377 S [ 20 52 38 AR 55 0 HE B o Hh
T RRE R HAD 2 N o W RAT KHLTCTRAE SR € I 8] R A HER AL B, A EAT
RPN AT B K, FERATR e Kbl gkstnrit. RAEREE, R
I RACIRBEAEE, RAT RN A BE U 2847

A once-in-a-lifetime flypast, as long as the weather is right.
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The Red Arrows are the Royal Air Force's aerobatic team. Their breathtaking daredevil
displays, carried out in distinctive single-engine red jets, have become a familiar sight at air
shows in the UK.
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It hasn't been done before. The reporter says it is "a once-in-a-lifetime flypast".
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