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Rob
Hello, | am Rob.

Helen

A RIS B AR Luey [F)52. H3EARCE::

Question
Hi, this is Lucy, a student from Hong Kong. | was in the UK for an exchange programme.
May | ask a question about the way people say 'thank you"?

| usually hear people say 'cheers' instead of 'thank you' or 'thanks'. Are there any differences
between 'cheers' and 'thanks'? Is 'cheers' less formal? And when do we use 'cheers' and
when do we use 'thanks'? | am confused.

Thank you very much!

Helen

W Lucy FIZ2B03R ), Lucy fESC AR 1 —BUNTA], W R DIAE T AU “ Bl [
B A4 U cheers T AN 15 thank you Y, thanks. # cheers I thanks 44 A~ [A] e ?
Cheers s ANEH E? A ABHEH cheers, f1AB{%H thanks ? What do you think
of Lucy’s question Rob?

Rob
| think this is not just about the English language, it’s also about culture.

Helen
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Culture XAk, XHIHALZF LA K. Cheers XA KK Al GEARAPEAE, EFRANILER
WM E R, —EES M RO, AT S “cheers” , EAEBZE “T
M7 o AL “cheers” KFEIR “UTHT" MNiz/E 4B iEVe?

Rob

Well, In Britain, we use ‘cheers’ a lot to mean ‘thank you’. Just as Lucy has already pointed
out, the word ‘cheers’ is less formal compared with ‘thank you’. It is a colloquial and British
way of saying ‘thank you’, but in an informal situation.

Helen

Cheers # “41F thank you KA A I & — M AR AR S s MRS EHEA
TR R AATY  cheers ISR thanks IR £ . Rob, 24 KFEZ LA T
e,

Rob
Sure, can you pass my phone to me please!

Helen

PREEEHETFHLL IS ? Here you are.

Rob
Cheers.

Helen
AR EDL R TIREIFIL, R cheers W E . X HEER] PLL thanks tA] Pk

cheers.

Rob
| can also say - Can you pass my phone to me please? Cheers.

Helen

TREEICHRFHLE NS 2 I 1) X BLARGERT AT “ i 3 1

Rob
Here is another example.

Example

A: Oh no, | left my wallet at home, | haven’t got any money for lunch! F& ek B 5 H
T REBCETET .

B: | can lend you some money. Here is five pounds. & 7] LA 45k s 8. 1% L85
A: Cheers! 3ff | !
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Helen
A EHMEFRBIT BAATBE “cheers mate” , ANid X ANRIE K ZE xR AR 2 B ZATH Y,
Xif gy 2

Rob
Yes, ‘mate’ is used as a friendly form of address between men or boys, like “friend or pal’.
Sometimes girls say it too, but it’s less common.

Helen
BWEAE, LB FHIXAW, BE? HEFFAE . 1ERATI X B G e, 73 ne
H, cheers JEHIEH:

Example

A: Would you like another drink? | am buying a round. /RAEMG— 1?2 FKiE R,
B: Thanks, I'd love another pint of bitter. fi5f, &% —FEF R8I,

A: Here you go. IX R AR

B: Cheers mate! #ff | !

Helen

LTI Fa A N2 (8] 8EH cheers 15 ?

Rob
Yes, you can. For example, if someone held the door for me at a shopping centre, | could
say “Cheers!”.

Helen
PRI RA NFEVREY 0T, i E P N AT EAEZ: “Cheers!” o HILE
K, cheers ] LAZE T A7 1E 1 HLALE thanks 14 ?

Rob
Most of the time, ‘cheers’ and ‘thanks' are interchangeable, they are the same. There are
some occasions where it is more natural to say ‘thanks’ rather than ‘cheers’.

Helen

ARV Ui R L 175 5 T A thanks EGFH cheers BE & 3@ e 2

Rob

‘Cheers’ usually ends a conversation on its own, whereas ‘thanks’ or ‘thank you’ allow a
sentence to expand. So “Thanks for coming to my party” sounds more natural than
“Cheers for coming to my party”.
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Helen

INRAAGE RS B 2“7 Bk 27, JATATLAUM cheers B(# thanks K45
— BN

AR AHPAFEZ U — Rt “EHRECkZSn 7 REIRN 7, X B “Thanks for
coming to my party. ” Wy kN HIR. Wil “Cheers for coming to my party. ”
B EiA el T AR, AR,

Rob
As we explained before ‘cheers’ is an informal way of saying ‘thanks’ or ‘thank you’. So in
formal situations, it is much safer to use ‘thanks’ or ‘thank you’.

Helen

M, EIEXISET, L2V thanks B3 thank you BELR[GEE . F4h, KEEFEE,
AL, MMIAH cheers SKFE R “UHfil” 1I=EE.

Rob

That’s right, the Americans or Canadians don't really use ‘cheers’ as a way of saying ‘thank
you’. However, they probably would understand what you mean if you did use it.

Helen
1, AHERFN cheers fE g A TLIEHEN “UE” BIRNEE T HEIRMEME. AGE
ZMEATRIERATEC R . FRATHTHEFE /2 questions.chinaelt@bbc.co.uk, T .

Helen & Rob
Cheers!
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