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Lethal capital city
storm prompts rise
in number of people
seeking swimming
lessons from experts

By LIU JIE
liujie@chinadaily.com.cn

Zhao Xuan found the number of
her swimming classmates increased
to eight from six recently. She com-
plained to her coach Zhang Jianming,
who works for Beijing Yuanmeng
Swimming Training Center.

“You have promised to only train
———— four to six people in a
TRAINING class. 1f more trainees

are added, the time I
can receive training is reduced, so
how will you compensate for it?”
demanded Zhao, a 28-year-old civil
servant.

Zhang said he was really sorry but
felt helpless. “You know, after the
rainstorm in Beijing, the number of
people asking for swimming lessons
is increasing. Our center is trying to
find more coaches but cannot recruit
enough overnight. Our working
hours have been prolonged,” he said.

That’s the kind of argument that
may be happening in many swim-
ming training facilities in Beijing now,
insiders say, after a 61-year record
rainstorm in the capital city on July 21,
resulting in at least 77 deaths.

More people, especially young
adults, want to master swimming
skills, while the training capacity in
terms of venues and coach resources
is limited. In addition, the summer
holiday is a traditional peak season
for swimming.

“More people inquired about our
services recently;” said a manager at
Yuanmeng surnamed Zheng.

A Chinese media report said that
the number of people taking lessons
is estimated to have increased by 40
percent. However, Zheng said that
in his center the rise is not so high,
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The summer holiday is a traditional peak season for swimming. After the flooding disaster in Beijing on July 21, the number of people asking for swimming
lessons is increasing, something that is challenging the capital’s limited venues and number of coaches.

maybe 20 percent year-on-year so far.

According to Liu Jing, a manager
at Yongjin Swimming Club, com-
pared with the same period last year,
the number of people taking part in
swimming classes jumped more than
20 percent.

“The growth of 40 percent may be
based on a comparison with the last
few months. Swimming training is a
seasonal business in Beijing, hot in
summer and flat in other seasons,”
he said.

Both the managers said that
although the number of applicants is
increasing, no price rises are planned.

From website research, a six-course,
small-class — four to six people —
basic training course costs between
350 yuan ($54.87) and 1,000 yuan,
which should guarantee the trainees
can master breast stroke or freestyle
and swim 25 meters in a swimming
pool. The price of VIP classes for these
types of lessons is more than 1,600

yuan.

The majority of people applying for
swimming lessons after the rainstorm
want a basic class. A large number of
them are women aged between 20
and 45 without any swimming ability
at all, both the managers said.

Although it seems to be good news
for operators of swimming training
institutes in Beijing, they said they
face a series of challenges.

The first one is a shortage of coach-
es. In general, many of the coaches
are contracted on a temporary basis

or are part-time staff. “Its difficult to
find qualified people in a short period
of time if you have not booked them
in advance,” said Zheng.

Under government regulations, to
guarantee the quality of lessons and
ensure the coaches’ health, their maxi-
mum working time is six hours a day.
Every coach in public training centers
should have a specific certificate and
take part in an examination every
three to four years.

A venue manager at Yingdong

ake to the water 1n droves

The growth of 40 percent
may be based on a com-
parison with the last few
months. Swimming train-
ing is a seasonal business
in Beijing, hot in summer
and flat in other seasons.”

LIU JING
MANAGER, YONGJIN SWIMMING CLUB,
BEIJING

Swimming Hall, who declined to be
named, said that faced with surging
demand for swimming lessons, there
might be problems concerning safety,
hygiene and the quality of lessons.

Statistics from the Beijing Munic-
ipal Bureau of Sports show there
were 446 swimming venues, of
which 377 were indoor, in the city
at the end of 2010. Although more
have been opened over the last 18
months, the supply is still inade-
quate, especially in summer, given
the city’s current population of more
than 20 million.

Yingdong Swimming Hall is the
appointed training venue for a group
of swimming training centers, includ-
ing Yuanmeng and Haoxin Swim-
ming Clubs. “Although Yingdong is
one of the biggest indoor swimming
facilities in Beijing, it gets rather full
in summer. Too many swimmers may
result in hygiene issues and a reduc-
tion in the quality of training,” Ying-
dong’s manager said.

Sun Jingting, who decided to take
lessons after the rainstorm, said that
she wants to grasp basic swimming
skills to increase her chances of sur-
vival when facing with possible dan-
gers in the future.

“Another consideration is the
physical exercise, which I have been
planning to undertake but reluctant
to practice;” said Sun. “The rainstorm
was a stimulus to me to really take
action”
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One of the Largest Real Estate Agencies in China
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Native English Property Consultant: +86-13501358971 (Paul)
Native French Property Consultant: +86-13911258512 (Corentin)
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Kesidences

ID: 19089 300sgm, 3bedrooms ¥ 45,000 | |ID: 13083 204sqm, 4bedrooms ¥96.000 | |ID: 17711 214sgm, 3bed Y98 (000 | |1D: 1030 320sgm, 4bedrooms ¥ 47,000
duplex, 1st floor, nice garden middle floor, garden view south facing, garden veiw, big balcony phase |, south facing, garden view
Orchid Garden - I8/ {¢ River Garden Villa - 51t E
8 |
; ey I =
1D:9133 508sqm, 4bedrooms ¥60,000 | |1D:13173 306sqm, 4bedrooms ¥ 35,000 ID: 7555 420sqm, Sbedrooms ¥ 50,000
detached, big garden type E6, detached, big garden, big balcony townhouse, big garden, big balcony type F, phase |, detached, big garden
Apartments for Rent in Beijing N 1A e | g S iad | iod Dol IHH
gjsﬁperlggsstmﬂ?li-ﬂﬁ?‘u:m ¥ 12 rﬁ: United Apartment - USEXFR2 & :;S:\?l:;s;ﬁujgfhed ¥ a8 0?0
e Yo |28 iscannenfoor ¥ isen | 4051 Smwdmdes S aoh
Central Park - S EIH | -11) © | 4Br. 248sqm high floor ¥ 23,000 | 38r- 200sqm high flogr ¥ 18000 | 4pr g6 S08sqmbiggarden ¥ 53,000
2Br. 132sqm south facing ¥ 17,000 | 48r. 270sqm gardenview ¥ 30,000 | &2 2!?05“'“ high floor ¥ 22000 | 4r.c6 453sqm nice garden ¥ 52,000
3Br. 188sqmsouthfacing ¥ 25,000 | Upper East Side(lll) - fA FR (&) © evalier - RO M | 4Br.C9 358sqmbiggarden ¥ 38,000
4Br. 265sqm gardenview ¥ 42,000 | 3Br. 218sqm middle floor ¥ 25,000 | 3Br. 220sqmgardenview ¥ 22,000 | Beijing Eurovillage - BiFii3E
48Br.  320sqm high floor ¥ 45,000 | 3Br. 230sqm lstfloor, nicegarden ¥ 30,000 | 4Br. 290sqm high floor ¥ 25000 | 4Br. 252sqmbiggarden ¥ 25,000
¥ East Sice(IV)- Mixion Residence - 7L&R:C S 4Br.  280sqm nice garden ¥ 27,000
Central Park - s EBx(111) Upper East Side(1V) - ft EoR{zetE 1R . :
2Br. 140sqm gardenview ¥ 18,000 | 3Br. 239sqm middle floor ¥ 23,000 | 1Br. 92sqm good view ¥ 10,000 | Le Leman Lake Villa - JERR4HRIEE
3Br.  171sqm south facing ¥ 25,000 | 4Br. 253sqm south facing ¥ 24,000 | 1#1Br. 110sqm brand new ¥ 13,000 | 4Br.A 682sqm big garden ¥ 50,000
38r. 188sqm high floor ¥ 26,000 | 4Br. 280sqm good view ¥ 30,000 | 2Br. 140sqm open kitchen ¥ 15,000 | 4Br.B 578sqm big garden ¥ 45,000
3+1Br.220sqm good view ¥ 35,000 | Richmond Park - fR#fzki 3Br. 180sqm good view ¥ 25,000 | 4Br.C 516sqm 100sqm garden ¥ 40,000
Contal Park - WARIR(V) | @ | 2 Latam mdefor ¥ 120 Sl e g " 2000
28r. 138sqm gardenview = ¥ 20,000 | 38r. 180sqm good view ¥ 17,000 | IS | Copital Paradise - EE®
38r. 188sqmhighfioor ¥ 28,000  38r 217sqmsouthfacing ¥ 25,000 | Seasons Park - BAERE 3Br  Io6sqmnice garden ¥ 17,000
4 : f 4Br. 339sqm big balcony ¥ 38,000 | 2+1Br.140sqm good view 13,000 : !
23: gggsqm sou::jh ?E:g : j’;ggg | 3Br. 150sqm garden view ¥ 14,000 ‘Rl?" GZZ%sqm\?_?ltacheg _¥ 23,033
Global Trade Mansion - # REE aBr 2sCqmgardenview ¥ 33000 | BerGRGeR Ve HEER O
3Br.  180sqm good view ¥ 22,000 | Greenlake Place - Wi#jE R ;“B?Mﬁabiﬂ",!i‘:h floar ¥ 22000 | 4Br.B 247sqm big garden ¥ 30,000
3Br. 259sgm garden view ¥ 24,000 | 3Br. 180sgm nice furniture ¥ 13,000 | 3g 2455qm specialoffer ¥ 25000 ¥ 20.000 3Br.C 260sqm nice garden ¥ 32,000
3Br.  267sqm high floor ¥ 25,000 | 4Br. 225sqm high floor ¥ 20,000 | 2gr. 303sqm south facing ¥ 32000 | Dragen Bay Villa - 5|5
Fortune Plaza - A& $» 4Br.  260sqm middle floor ¥ 23,000 | POP MOMA - ¥ #MOMA : 3Br.  290sqm specaloffer ¥ 25000 ¥ 18,000
2Br. 140sgm middle floor ¥ 15,000 | 4Br. 298sqm garden view ¥ 30,000 3 4Br. 370sqm 100sqm garden ¥ 30,000
q ’ . 2Br. 147sgm high floor ¥ 13,000 -
3Br. 167sqm high floor ¥ 18,000 | Palm Springs - ixiR 3Br. 210sqmsouth facing ¥ 25,000 | Roseand Ginkgo Vilas - AL
CBD Private Castle - 2#—5, 2Br.  138sqm south facing ¥ 15,000 z = 4Br.  350sqm big garden ¥ 34,000
2Br.  105sqm middle floor ¥ 12.000 | 3Br. 1B0sqm high floor ¥ 24,000 Villas for Rent in Beijing 4Br.  400sgm luxury decoration ¥ 40,000
i : ! 3Br. 225sqm good view ¥ 28,000 e — P N TR Y AR TR
3Br._170sqmgoodview ¥ 17,000 | 3ot 55, ctEE 0ot ¥ 30,000 s =t G s
4Br. 370sqmgoodview ¥ 45000 | Chateau Regalia - i ERf Beijing Riviera - HII#EE v
OungCa e Aprment THBAR | S5 oo et Y1o% |ty nmian )0 | 1 menate 1%
33;- g%g:m ﬁfﬁdﬂ‘g‘:’ : g;g% 3gr- 193sqm hia';cﬂ,oor : ;2-000 SBr.  Ag5sqm earl ¥ 38,000 | 4Br.C 294sqm nicegarden ¥ 40,000
SanfitunSOHO - = BHSOHO -y 3Br.  256sqm ﬁ_a"h ;'EW 3 3,000 | Dynasty Garden - Fili{tE 3Br. E 240sqm modern furniture ¥ 35,000
2Br. 147sqm middie floor ¥ 18.000 3+1Br.212sqm hig oor 28,000 3Br.D 286sqm S0sgm garden ¥ 21,000 4Br. F 4-§Ssqm b_lg garden ¥ 65,000
8. 2 i oy 4Br. 3'_;"05qn? parkview ¥ 45000 | 4Br.D 400sqmtwogardens ¥ 25,000 | Lane Bridge Villa - £ B :
ga:- 22322: rr:igddl eo?l; L s 33-333 ?mnw;de InthesndenhaJlJ District ;ﬁﬂggg 4Br.B  365sqm specaloffer Y 35000 ¥ 28,000 | 3Br.  296sqm nice garden ¥ 28,000 heating throughout.
f , Br. 185sqm spacious layout 15, 5Br.H 600sgm big garden ¥ 45,000 | 4Br.  380sqm big garden ¥ 36,000
4Br. 483sqm penthouse ¥ 70,000 | 4gr, 245sqm high floor ¥ 24,000 | Rits Garden - FEIER Orchid Garden - STt
4Br. 300sqm high floor ¥ 33,000 | 4Br.  410sqm nice garden ¥ 40,000 | 4Br.  350sqmbig garden ¥ 35,000
Rl beibeie . | Boya Garden - B 4Br.  450sqm big garden ¥ 45,000 | 4Br.  400sgm nice garden ¥ 40,000
China Center Place - 8 gy 2Br. 135sqm good view ¥ 11,000 | S5Br. 500sqm full furniture ¥ 50,000 | Grand Hills - ZC3IL A - ]
2Br.  155sgm middle floor ¥ 13,000 | 3Br. 170sqm middle floor ¥ 14,000 | Australlan Garden - Bt E 4Br. C 502sgm big garden ¥ 55,000
3Br. 211sqm high floor ¥ 22‘0{)0 4Br. 228sqm high floor ¥ 20,000 | 4Br.  450sqm 400sqm garden ¥ 38,000 | 4Br.K 480sgm nice garden ¥ 50,000
G ! dale Int'l Gard Fi Star River - 25#& 5Br.  B00sgm nice garden ¥ 55,000 | SBr.) 71lsqm big garden ¥ 75,000
emdale Int'l Garden - &38EFRER | 3;. 260sqmgardenview ¥ 23,000 | LA GRANDE VILLA - #X%F %% | Quan Fa Garden - § & 5|8
2Br. 148sqm middle floor ¥ 13,000 | 3+1Br.320sgm nice garden ¥ 33,000 | 4Br. 275sqmnicegarden ¥ 18,000 | 4Br.  280sqmspeddlofer ¥25000 ¥ 20,000
3Br. 200sqm south facing ¥ 23,000 | 4Br. 500sqm duplex ¥ 60,000 | 4Br.  375sqm full furniture ¥ 20,000 | 6Br.  650sgm nice garden ¥ 40,000

Website: beijing.joannarealestate.com.cn
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JOANNA PROPERTY SOLUTION

E-mail: joanna@joannarealestate.com.cn

mEEY R, BIER—ERATRS, 2BREELERARPRIE,
FRIEE=" A AR sl
Tel: 010-8458 5475/ 137 0108 0877 www.joannapropertysolution.com

Four Seasons

Central Park : 3Br 2Ba 180sqm ¥29,000

Palm Springs : 3Br 2Ba 175sgm ¥23,000

This beautiful apartiment situated on the 11th floor comes with wooden flooring throughout, brand new modemn

: 3Br 2Ba 256sgm ¥48,000
This lovely apartment comes with a spacious living room, brand new modem fumiture, and a stunning garden/river
view. Four Seasons is a brand new property in walking distance of Kempinski Hotel.

Hotline: 010-8458 5475/ 137 0108 0877

Europark Residence
Professionally Managed
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River Garden Villa : 5Br 4Ba 220sgm ¥30,000

This fully fumnished detached villa comes with modern decor, a big garden, a sunroom and under floor

Victoria Gardens : 3Br 2Ba 167sqm ¥ 18,000

1D:0495

This newly renovated 21st floor apartment comes with dark wooden flooring and new high quality fumniture
throughout, with a beautiful garden and city view from its big balcony. It is located in a quiet compound.

value for money

value for money
Fully fumished apartment, two large balconies, open kitchen with cooker and dishwasher, wooden flooring with
under floor heating, quiet compound near convenience stores, restaurants and Chaoyang Park.

1D:7527

ID:5907

furniture, and a stunning view of the compounds garden and lake. Perfect for individuals and families alike.

ID:0904

ID:11176




